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Februn Y1z

Dear Mary, Beth,

| don't know whether they have the same
Mot’wt%s or evew the same calendar wheve You
ave - or Lf time means anything there at all.
've heavd that Lt doesn't. But tt’s valentine’s
Day again here. Well, tomorrow Ls valentine's
Day.

I"ve been counting. twill be the sixth
valemting's Doy slince You left. | still Love You,
and | still miss Yyou every aay and every
nioht.



| spent today making preparations. You
can tmaging how that goes at my age. what |
could have done in half an hour before,
without a secondl thought, took the wiole day.
't was exhausting, and therve were some
frustrations. But it was a good day, because |
was dolng Lt for You.

They don't sendl out as many aos with the
NEWSPOAPEY AnlY more, or Ln the matll, etther. |
OUESS evergtmwg LS on the nternet now.
Everyone LS pmbabtg on the linternet too,
except me. 'ma too old to need an Internet. UL
be SF L April, bt You Rnow that atreadg.
Yowd have been o 50%&1{1@ 2= last month,
Dt You lenow that, too.

Without ads, tt would take me a week to go
to seven different stores, to plek up ads or
checke pr’w@s. | could do two L 0 0(0(5, but 17d]



need o full day of rest between such strenuous
Aays.

| never wanked to grow old without you. |
grew old with you for a while. That is, { grew
old, and You grew nwore beautiful. Then You
went away. | lknow it's not forever. You've Just
gone ahead. But [ milss You. And most nights
| go to sleep hoping to wake up where You are.
Not that my Life is bad. There are some joys.
t's Just that being heve without you ten't one
of them.

But [ was telling yow about my day. wWith
no aos and no Internet, | spent the week
collecting phone numbers for stores, which is
not as easy as Lt used to be. My phone book Ls
older thaw some of the stores. | probably
should have kept one of the new ones they've
Left on the porch Ln the past few years, lnstead



of recyceling those and sticking with the old
one. Or maybe | shouldn't have Lost the List of
stores and phone nunbers t made Last year.
As ttwas, | ended up calling information.
Don't worry, though. [ know Lt costs money,
so | don't do it often.

This morning, | called all seven stoves. |
askeed Lf they were selling bouquets of a dozen
red voses and, Uf so, for how mueh. They all
were. [ wrote dowwn each price on my List of
stores.

Owe of the grocery stores wanted £24.99.
You're worth it, but [ kinew You woulol
disapprove if [ went there, when wWabmart was
selling them for £15.99. That was the
cheapest. So | went to wWalmart.,

| pleked up a few other things, bneluding a
pr@sanptlom, to sove mgset{ another



exhausting trip. Thew | spent a long time

examining each bouguet of roses, to make
sure [ found the best, just Like [ did when |
found you. They had 34 bouguets when |

stavted choosing, but whew | fintshed they
were dowwn to 29, tncluding Yours.

| wow't say | was Looking for flowers that
were as beautiful as You, because tmg’rejus‘c
flowers. But [ Like themt. | think You would
Liike them. [ hope they Last at least a week. Do
they ever Let You come back for a few minutes
and see things Like thate

L made my purchases and was heading for
the door, when my plastic shopping bag broke.
it had everything in it but the flowers. One of
the things which crashed to the floor was a jar
of plekles. | kmnow piekles have too much salt
for mee, but ( Like to have one sometinees, and



the truth Ls, You're not around to tell me not
to. I'd vather have You thaw occastonal p’w&tes,
but [ dont. I'me not blaming You.

|l was certaln someone was about to get on
the tntercomn and call someone to come clean
up the mess an ola kRlutz wmade, when he
dropped his jar of pickles. [enow they
wouldw't say Lt that way, but they'd be
thinking that.

Here Ls a happy thing. The jar of pickles
did wot break. [ think [ staved at it for at least
thirty seconds, while it Lay on the {Loonjust to
be sure. Thew, before | coulod stavt pleking up
my things, a young lady knelt down and
began dotng it for me. She was Lovely, With
orown hatr Like Yours used to be. She must
nave been 25 or 20, not that [ can tell sueh
things. she had pretty eyes ana a kind



smile, but she looked tired. She was carrying
2 baby, and she also had an older glrl, maybe
four years old. | guess that explains Looking
tired.

Whew | saw them, | was glad that the worst
thing | satd when the bag broke was
‘Flodlesticks!” 'm sure they hearvd me.

The mother ana the older gurl pieked up my
things and put them tn a new bag. | was
embarrassed. They shouldn't have to clean up
atter an old, pathetic stranger, when he spills
his groceries all over the floor.

| thanked them for thelr kindmness. The
mother stavted to hand we my bag, but |
asked her to hold it for me for a moment. Then
| pulled three roses out of the bouguet. | hope
You dont maindl. | was atumsg, anol my
nanos don't work Very well any more, so Lt



toolke a mlinute. Now that | thinlke about L, 'm
surprised | could do it without dropping the
bouquet, but | managed.

 anve one rose to the older alrl and told her
it was for her, for helplng me. Thew | gave her
another and told her it was for her baby sister.
At Least | hope the world haswt changed so
much that | can't assume a baby dressed tn
p’u/we s a gurl. Thew | said to thewr mother, “'ma
sure You have a charming husoand to wish
You happy valentine's day and buy Yyou
flowers, but please accept this vose from an old
but gratetul stranger.”

[ WLSh You could have seem her smalle, when
she thanked nie.

Thew her older daughter said, “She has my
daddy. He's n the navy. He won't be home for
a month.”



" g silly ola man. | wanted to tell them
thank You for thelr sacrifice and have them
tell hime thawke you for his, but 1 was about to
weep at the thought, and all ( could do was
nodl anol wish thevn good day. | turned away,
and shuffled a few steps toward the door. Then
| turned arownd. The three Young ladies were
on thelr way to the side of the store where the
grocerles are, nwot watching mee, but still
carrying thelr roses. [ watched them for a
moment, but thew [ floured 'd better get
moving, before the new bag broke too.

Ow the way home | got honked at only
twice for driving cautiously. | carried the
flowers i, then rested, thew carvied the
groceries Ln. Thew | vested agaiw. Thew [ put
the groceries away.



I"'ve put the roses Ln a vase own the dining
roo table, between my favorite pictures of
You. There's the one 1've always Loved most
from our wedding day, because Your eyes and
Your smile ... 1 don't know what to say about
them. But You Rinow the one. Ana there's the
one from Your Last birthday, which you
didn't like when [ took Lt or when [ framed it,
ecause You satd You Looked so old. But you
were still younger than me, and a great deal
prettier.

I'ma sltting at the table as [ write this. 1t's o
few minites to midnight, because it takes me
a long tlme to write anything. My hano
shakes wmore thaw tt used to, and | have to stop
and think a Lot and try to remenmber how |
was golng) to endl a sentence or why | starteo
Lt b the flrst place. Don't worry about the



hour, though. 1 usually can't fall asleep for
another two hours anyway.

| vemenmber You without stopplng to Look at
the photos in front of me every few minutes,
but [ stop and Look anyway. [ have to rest my
hawnd a lot, and bestdes that, [ Like to Look at
them.

L will do as | atwags do, o Little meore stowtg
thaw last year, | suppose. | think L finished bgj
11:20 p.m. Last year. When U'm done writing
this letter, which [ almost am, UL put Lt v an
envvelope and write Your name on Lk, and Leave
Lt by the flowers and the pictures. tn a week or
so, whew the roses wilt, I'LL throw them away.
Thew ULL put the letter tn Your top dresser
drawer, with all the others, and 'L put Your
pletures back tn thelr places tn the Living

roont, LuntLl next time.



There's roove bn Your top drawer for another
flve years of Letters, at Least. | hope it won't be
that Long.

Have a mpw valentine's Day. | hope to
spevw( one With You Soon. | don't SUPPOSE Lt
wiLLL be tomorrow, but that would be nice.

'm sorvy that Your bouguet has only nine
roses this year. [ thought | should explain the
reason, because, now that You know Lk, e
sure You don't mind.

Tonlght, whew [ pray for other things, |
velieve | shall pray that three young ladies’
valentine will come home safely and soon. 't
glad ( could make them swmile today. That's
more goodt thaw | accomplish most days.

t’s beew a very good day for me. Thank
You tor that and for many other things.

[ Wilsh You were heve, ov | were theve.



AlL my Love,
Hevwg



